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Abstract 
Many major changes have  occured in many fields in our country and the world in living century. Education sector is one of the 
fields being affected from these changes. The lesson,’service learning  to society’ (SIS) takes place in the curriculum of 
Education Faculty as being compulsory with the aim of making teacher candidates gainning social responsibilities, educating 
them as individuals being able to respond  the society’s expectation. The aim of this research is to guide the lectures giving this 
lesson, the teacher candidates, and person, institution and assosiation working with teacher candidates. Lecturers have the most 
important responsibility  for efficiency of this lesson. So in this study,  opinions of the lectures have been examined in terms of 
the scope and process of the lesson. The participants are the lectures instructing in Education Faculties of Amasya and Ondokuz 
MayÕs Universities. The opinions of the lectures have been evaluated according to the results of the questionnaires having 27 
items. 
Keywords: Service learning  to society; teacher candidate; education faculties; social responsibility; citizen teacher. 
1. Introduction 
When the sources of service learning to society have been researched, it has been seen that two historical 
traditions have been effective. One of them is  empirical approach to education and the other one is social service 
tradition of American society (Waterman,1997).  
Service learning  to society education firstly has been seen after the second period of 19th century, and in the first 
quarter of 20th century, it has started to become widespread with the studies of American John Dewey having first 
concrete  steps in this subject.  Dewey built a laboratory school in Chicago in 1894 and started to write his first 
articles with his experiences.  In the meantime, German, Prof. Herman Schneider  started to apply the cooperative 
education in 1901(Speck and Hoppe ,2004). The Highlander, school built in 1931 by Myles Horton, pioneers  to the 
development of living conditions of all the citizens and, becomes a main factor  to see civil rights movements of 
black man especially in 1950s and 1960s, have become another important step  for the improvement of service 
learning to society(Egerton, 1983). Relation between service and education  has been established with the 
rehabilitation act of service givers and known as G.I. act and made in 1944 for adolescent in the army as an award 
for their service to country(Metler,2005). Even if the idiom ‘education of service learning to society’ fistly was used 
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in 1966, it was started to be used by Robert Sigmon and William Ramsey  with its current meaning  in 1967. øt has 
been started to organize conferences about researches of service learning  to society and  give announcement 
establishing relation between education and service. The first international conference was held in Belkeley in 2001 
(Titlebaum vd, 2004). Although service learning to society lesson has widely taken place from prep-school to 
university in the curriculums, definite definition of this concept has not been reached yet. Because , if the service 
learning becomes  coherent with education, it is a teaching and learning approach which could be used in every 
curriculum field and also is appropriate for all ages. (National commission on Service-Learning,2002). øn our 
country, different constitiutions and assosiations have been working to make social life alive, and reach better life 
conditions for years.  At the end of Service Learning National Workshop performed in Mersin Suphi Öner Teacher’s 
guess house in 10 April 2009, Service Learning Guidelines have been prepared for Education Faculties, and general 
principles and application elements have been designated( Kuzucu and Kamer,2009).  Our university has 82 
department training teachers .(www.yok.gov.tr). When it is thought that each department  trains  up teachers in 
different branch, there won’t be any part of our country which couldn’ be reached  with this lesson. The reason of 
taking place of SL lesson in curriculum is the belief that  an intellectual teacher must have the capacity of preparing 
solution oriented projects and designating the current problems of society(Çuhadar, 2008). To arrange social 
integration, creative, pasifist and modern individuals must be brought up. Moreover all of the individuals must be 
educated with all the knowledge and skills to cope with life. So the universities must designate the needs and 
expectations of  society and give education according to society’s values and morals. Since teaching is one of the 
occupations that have the social responsibility and the teachers have important responsibilities and tasks ike 
integrating with society and fulfiling the social lidership role, being gained of these experiences matter important 
role during the education of teacher candidates(Gonzales, 1993). Thus, the importance of SL lesson arise in this 
point. This lesson which is given in all main art one semester is a compulsory lesson  given 3 hours in a week as  1 
hour is teoretical and 2 hours are practice. Generally this lesson is  given in spring or fall term of 3rd  and 4th class 
students according to the characteristics  of education and teaching plans of main arts. This is a student-oriented 
lesson with theoretical and practical studies. Improving teacher candidates’ social responsibility consciousness, 
dealing with problems of society before service and providing them solution chance, improving their self-esteem 
and occupational satisfaction, improving their social sensibility and awareness, and supporting cooperative, 
solidarity and self-assessment skills are the aims of this lesson. Researches show that students actively participating 
to social services or school management during school life are interested in non-governmental organization in 
during their life (Wade, 1997). However, when many researches are studied, it is seen that teachers undertake a task 
only in the schools and classes, and do not guide original project and application activities reflecting to society in a 
group team or together with society.  This lesson provides suggestions for these kinds of problems of the teachers. 
The main question of this research is ‘what are the opinions of lectures about content and process of Service 
Learning lesson. 
2. Method 
2.1. Sampling 
The sampling of the research consists of 56 lecturers in Education Faculties of 19 MayÕs University. 19 of the 
lecturers are female, 37 of them are male and 23 of them are lecturer, 25 of them are assisting professor, 5 of them 
associate professor and 3 of them are professor. 
2.2. Data collecting tools 
Opinions of the lecturers about the concept and process of Service Learning Lesson have been analysed. 
Participants are the lecturers of 19 MayÕs and Amasya University. The opinions have been evaluated by discussing 
the result of a questionnaire having 27 items. 
2.3. Collecting of data and analysis 
Data has been gathered with the application the questionnaire. 
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 Data has been evaluated using SPSS 15.0. Frequency and percentage values of answers have been found. 
3. Findings   
The findings corresponding to the opinions of the lecturers about Service Learning Lesson have been given 
below in the table. 
Table 1. Opinions of lecturers about SL lesson 
 
QUESTIONS F % 
1) What is the main factor causing SL lesson take place in the curriculum?    
a) Providing opportunity for universities to reach all classes of the society via this lesson.  12 21.4 
b) Benefiting of society from universities’ opportunities. 3 5.4 
c) Having responsibilities of the teachers to fulfil their tasks like social integration and social leadership. 32 57.1 
d) For teacher candidate, taking necessary experiences to gain self-esteem.  7 12.5 
e) Providing opportunity for teacher candidate to gain enterprising characteristics. 2 3.6 
2) Which is the most important aim to give this lesson?   
a) Recognizing the teaching job with service learning approach. 36 64.3 
b) Having knowledge about management, process and preparing a project of this lesson.  4 7.1 
c) Recognizing practical activities via participation and observation.   6 10.7 
d) Preparing a project for this lesson and practising the preparing project. 10 17.9 
e) Preparing documents including service learning practices at the end of the semester. 0 0 
3) What do you think about the place of this lesson in the curriculum?   
a) It must be every year and term. 9 16.1 
b) It must be in both terms of the 3rd class. 13 23.2 
c) It must be in both terms of the 3rd and 4th classes. 8 14.3 
d) It must stay as it is. 23 41.1 
e) Other( please explain: 3 5.4 
4) Is the credit of this lesson enough?   
a) Enough 40 7.4 
b) Practice must be more 7 12.5 
c) Practice lesson hours must be less. 5 8.9 
d) Theoretical lesson hours must be more 1 1.8 
e) Theoretical lesson hours must be must be less. 3 5.4 
5) Who must designate the practice activities of this lesson?   
a) Lecturer 4 7.1 
b) Students 3 5.4 
c) Lecturer and students 47 83.9 
d) School management 0 0 
e) Higher Education Council (HEC) 2 3.6 
6) When the activities of this lesson must be actualized?   
a) Every day during the semester 3 5.4 
b) Once a week 36 64.3 
c) Once a month 9 16.1 
d) Once a semester 4 7.1 
e) Other(please explain:  4 7.1 
7) What are the most important characteristics of this lesson’s activities?   
a) interesting and sensational 8 14.3 
b) They support creative thinking theory  24 42.9 
c) Scientific 6 10.7 
d) Actual 15 26.8 
e) Other ( please explain:  3 5.4 
8) What are you doing in practice time of this lesson? Mark the appropriate choice or choices.    
a) I get the students free and they decide their activities on their own. 15 26.8 
b) They prepare activities in primary schools.                                                               22 39.3 
c) They prepare activities in public bodies.                                                               17 30.4 
d) They prepare activities in Non-Governmental Institutions.   11 19.6 
e) They prepare other activities. 6 10.7 
9) How do you motivate your students to make them more eager to participate in the activities?   
a) I tell them that I will award you according to your success degree. 15 26.8 
b) I mention about benefits of this lesson for them. 28 50 
c) I explain the importance of the lesson. 21 37.5 
d) I use grade as a motivation tool. 3 5.4 
e) There is no need to motivate them. 3 5.4 
10) What is the most important problem while applying the activities out of the school?   
a)  Financial problems 10 17.9 
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b)  Institutions are reluctant to apply the activities. 22 39.3 
c) Institutions don’t take the activities serious. 15 26.8 
d) Students’ reluctant behaviours on the activities. 5 8.9 
e) Other (please explain: 4 7.1 
11) What kinds of methods do you use while observing your students? Mark the best choices.   
a) By attending the activities with them. 17 30.4 
b) By observing them while they performing the activities.  20 35.7 
c) By asking them to write reports. 32 57.1 
d) By getting information from the institutions about them. 16 28.6 
e) Other ( please explain:                                                 0 0 
12) What is the most important reason for not being the desired level of social activities and works which 
are important for this lesson in Turkey? 
  
a) Primary and secondary schools haven’ have enough experience in this field yet. 15 26.8 
b) Urbanization in Turkey is rather new and hasn’t been completed yet when it is compared with 
European countries. 
7 12.5 
c) Social state principle is not fulfilled enough. 9 16.1 
d) Underground of social activities is not in required level.  17 30.4 
e) Society doesn’t show interest in social activities. 8 14.3 
13) How do you assess this lesson?   
a) I want project instead of mid-term exam, and I hold a classic or multiple-choice final exam. 8 14.3 
b) I hold classic or multiple-choice final and mid-term exam. 5 8.9 
c) I assess students’ attitudes and activities instead of mid-term exam, I ask comment based questions in 
the final exam. 
9 16.1 
d) I give their marks according to their activities. 33 58.9 
e) Other (please explain: 1 1.8 
14) What is the most loved side of this lesson by the students?   
a) Students fell that they belong in this society. 11 19.6 
b) Students find opportunity to designate society’s problems, attend different kinds of activities like 
conference, symposium and congress.   
18 32.1 
c) Students who voluntarily participate in the project fell spiritual pleasure.  16 28.6 
d) Students have the chance of applying their knowledge in their real life.  11 19.6 
e) Other (please explain:  0 0 
15) Do you want to be a member of Non-Governmental Organization?   
a) I have already been a member                                                                   15 26.8 
b) I want. 23 41.1 
c) I don’t want. 7 12.5 
d) I am hesitant. 11 19.6 
16) Must this lesson take place in the curriculum?   
YES  45 80.4 
NO  5 8.9 
PARTIALLY 6 10.7 
17) Is this lesson needed in the other departments of the universities?   
YES 43 76.8 
NO 6 10.7 
PARTIALLY 7 12.5 
18) Do you think that lectures of the University are conscious enough about the content of this lesson?   
YES 3 5.4 
NO 29 51.8 
PARTIALLY 24 42.9 
19) Basing on the sentence ‘this lesson is given compulsorily in one semester, and if it is needed it may 
be given two semester’ designated by HEC, do you agree about giving this lesson 2 semester?  
  
YES 32 57.1 
NO 18 32.1 
PARTIALLY 6 10.7 
20) Must there be important differences between the departments in terms of content and process of this 
lesson taking place in curriculum of many departments? 
  
YES 21 37.5 
NO 19 33.9 
PARTIALLY 16 28.6 
21) øs being a member of university’s club and attending its activities thought as service learning?   
YES 22 39.3 
NO 15 26.8 
PARTIALLY 19 33.9 
22)  Should the practice parts of this lesson’s activities be formed according to society’s socio-economic 
status? 
  
YES 44 78.6 
NO 5 8.9 
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PARTIALLY 7 12.5 
23) Do you attend the activities of this lesson with your students?   
YES 29 51.8 
NO  4 7.1 
PARTIALLY 23 41.1 
24) Do you discuss with your students about whether this lesson is beneficial or not?   
YES 46 82.1 
NO 6 10.7 
PARTIALLY 4 7.1 
25) Does this lesson supply you something in terms of social?   
      YES 35 62.5 
      NO 4 7.1 
PARTIALLY 17 30.4 
26) Dou rely on the services of  Non-Governmental Social Organization?   
YES 9 16.1 
NO 7 12.5 
PARTIALLY 40 71.4 
27) Should this lesson be elective?   
YES 17 30.4 
NO 34 60.7 
PARTIALLY 5 8.9 
According to table 1, 57% of the participants state that the main factor causing SL lesson takes place in the 
curriculum is having responsibilities of the teachers to fulfil their tasks like social integration and social leadership. 
The most important aim to give this lesson is stated by 64.3 % of the participants as recognizing the teaching job 
with service learning approach. 41% of the participants point out that Service Learning lesson must take place in the 
curriculum as it is. 71% of the participants find the credit of this lesson enough. 83.9 % of the participants point out 
that lecturers and students must designate the practice activities of this lesson together. 64.3 % of the participants 
state that the activities of this lesson must be actualized once a week and 42.9 % of them point out that the most 
important characteristics of this lesson’s activities is that they support creative thinking theory. 33% of the 
participants state that they prepare activities in primary schools to practice this lesson. The rate of the participants, 
stating that I talk about benefits of this lesson to make them more eager towards this lesson, is 50 %. 39% of the 
participants point out that the most important problem while applying the activities out of the school is become 
reluctant of the institution to apply the activities. 57% of the participants state that they want students to write 
reports about their activities to observe them. 30.4 of the participants state the most important reason for not being 
reached at desired level of social activities and works which are important for this lesson in Turkey as not having 
required underground of social activities. 58. 9 of the participants point out that they assess their students ‘success 
according to their activities instead of final and mid-term exam. According to 32.1 of the participants, the most 
loved side of this lesson by the students is that students find opportunity to designate society’s problems, attend 
different kinds of activities like conference, symposium and congress. 41% of the students state that they want to 
enrol as members of Non-Governmental Organization to serve the society. 8.4 % of the participants point out that 
this lesson should take place in the curriculum, 76.8 % of them states that this lesson is required in the other 
departments of the universities, 5.8% of the participants point out that that lectures of the University are not 
conscious enough about the content of this lesson, 57.1 % of the participants state that basing on the sentence ‘this 
lesson is given compulsorily in one semester, and if it is needed it may be given two semester’ designated by HEC, 
they agree about giving this lesson 2 semester, and  37.5% of the participants states that being a member of 
university’s club and attending its activities is thought as service learning. The rate of the participants stating that 
practice parts of this lesson’s activities should be formed according to society’s socio-economic status is 51.8%, the 
rate of the participants pointing out that they discuss with their students about whether this lesson is beneficial or not 
is 82.1%, the rate of the participants stating that this lesson supply them something in terms of social is 62.5%, the 
rate of the participants pointing out that they partially rely on the services of  Non-Governmental Social 
Organization is 71.4 %, and the rate of the participants stating that this lesson should be elective is 60.7%. 
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4. Discussion   
Lecturers of this lesson have the responsibility of guiding students, enlarging their views and exciting them with 
different projects. Theoretical parts of the lesson, teaching participant citizenship and processing the lesson 
expressly should not be neglected. Service learning lesson should present study topics providing opportunity to 
development of teacher candidate as a citizenship teacher with practice projects (Çuhadar, 2008). As it is seen in the 
research, lecturers guide the students to make them practise servicing society in different institution. Teacher 
candidates have practised in Society for the Protection of Children, nursing house, KÕzÕlay Blood Centre, day care 
centre etc.  Primary schools have been mostly used for practising within the context of practice lessons of Service 
Learning. Competitions have been prepared in primary schools, preparation courses have been given to the students, 
and students have been provided opportunities to attend socio-cultural activities like cinema, zoo, and theatre. Only 
the activities which will be done in various social institutions within the context of service learning provide teacher 
candidates opportunities to recognize the society before graduating, have enthusiasm of servicing to society, train 
themselves as individuals being able to overcome the social problems( Aksoy, Çetin and Sönmez). Generally, to 
make an individual sensitive towards social developments is emphasised in Service Learning studies. The main 
philosophy of this lesson is to direct teacher candidates to enterprise and the other institutions and foundations 
except education institutions. (Coúkun, H.,2009). In this study, the opinions of the lecturer about the content and 
process of this lesson have been analysed, and it has been designated that lecturer try to educate the teacher 
candidates with regard to train them as being enterprise, democratic, modern, citizenship and sensitive teachers.   
5. Results and Recommendations 
In this study, lecturers generally agree about the subjects given above: ‘the main factor causing SL lesson takes 
place in the curriculum is having responsibilities of the teachers to fulfil their tasks like social integration and social 
leadership, lecturers and students must designate the practice activities of this lesson together, they prepare activities 
in primary schools to practice this lesson, benefits of this lesson should be explained to make teacher candidates 
more eager towards this lesson, the most important problem while applying the activities out of the school is become 
reluctant of the institution to apply the activities, and do not take the activities serious, they assess their students 
‘success according to their activities instead of final and mid-term exam.’ Being designated the practice activities by 
lecturers and students increase quality of the lesson and its benefits to the teacher candidates and the society. 
Lecturers have close relationship with both management and staffs of primary education thanks to other lessons in 
the curriculum like school observation and practicum. However, the activities of this lesson should not be limited 
with primary and secondary education institutions, its benefit area should be enlarged by applying these activities in 
other institution, foundations and Non-Governmental Organizations. On the other hand, the importance of the lesson 
should be transferred and related persons should be informed about this issue to make the lesson reach its aim. This 
can be provided by giving information and examples to the candidates in theoretical lesson. Moreover, pre-
preparations should be done well, the institutions should be designated before and activity plan should be prepared 
to have productive activities.  
On the other hand, many lecturers do not affiliate with any Non-Governmental Organizations, however almost 
half of them stated that they want to affiliate with a Non-Governmental Organizations to service society. These 
memberships are the important steps for Service Learning. Nearly half of the lecturers think that they are not 
conscious enough about the content of this lesson. This situation is rather attractive and necessary studies must be 
done for informing the lecturers. Besides most of the lecturers have positive opinions about giving this lesson in two 
semesters. Higher Education Council has shared the same opinions.  Many of the lecturers think that practice parts 
of this lesson’s activities should be formed according to society’s socio-economic status. In this case the maximum 
efficiency is taken by lecturers and teacher candidates. Almost half of the lecturers state that they attend the 
activities together with their students. This is beneficial for increasing teacher candidates’ motivation and to making 
the activities more efficient. Finally, most of the lecturers thinks that this lesson should not be elective, and this 
shows that lecturers give importance to this lesson and aware of the benefits of this lesson. 
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Although Service Learning to society education firstly has been seen after the second period of 19th century, it 
takes places in curriculum of education faculties in 2006-2007 years. So there are not enough studies on Service 
Learning in our country. This research is important in terms of putting forward the opinions of lecturers about 
Service Learning lesson which is just new in our country. It is thought that results of this research would provide 
important feedbacks to the lecturers for assessment, content and practice of this of this lesson.  This research has 
limits. First of all the research was actualised in two universities and applied in groups limited in numbers. It is 
suggested that sampling should be increased in the other research which will be done. Besides, it is believed that 
feedbacks of the students provide opportunity for development of the lesson. So studies which will put forward the 
students’ ideas are required. In addition to these, comparison of lecturers according to their title and teaching 
experience unearths meaningful results.  
We should not forget that we have responsibilities towards our society. Thus, this lesson is an important 
opportunity for fulfilling our social responsibilities. 
Resources  
Aksoy, B., Çetin, T., Sönmez, Ö.F., (2009). Topluma Hizmet UygulamalarÕ, Pegem Akademi, Ankara.  
Coúkun, H., (2009). Topluma Hizmet UygulamalarÕ, AnÕ YayÕncÕlÕk, Ankara. 
Çuhadar, A., (2008) . Topluma Hizmet UygulamalarÕ Dersi AracÕlÕ÷Õ ile Yurttaú-Ö÷retmen Yaratmak, VII. Ulusal SÕnÕf Ö÷retmenli÷i E÷itimi  
Sempozyumu, 2-4 MayÕs, Çanakkale. 
Egerton, J.(1983). Speak now against the day : The generation before the civil rights movement in the South, New York: Alfred A. Knopf. 
Gonsales, J.M., (1993). School Meanings and Cultural Bias, Education &Urban Society, 25.   
Kuzucu, K., Kamer, S.T., (2009). Topluma Hizmet UygulamalarÕ, Pegem Akademi, Ankara. 
Metler, S. (2005). Soldiers to citizens: The g.i.bill and the making of the greatest generation, Mew York: Oxford University Pres. 
Speck, B.W., Hoppe, S.L. (2004). Service-Learning: History, Theory and Issues, Westport, CT: Praeger. 
Titlebaum, P., Williamson, G.., Daprano, C., Baer, J. And Brahler, J.(2004). Annotated history of sevice-learning. Dayton, Ohio: University of  
Dayton.  
Wade, R.C., (1997). Community Service-Learning in the Social Studies, Building Bridges, Washington, NCSS (p. 9-24). 
Waterman, A.S. (1997). Service-Learning: Applications from the research. Mahvah, NJ:Lawrence Erlbaum Associates. 
www.yok.gov.tr (Yüksek Ö÷retim Kurumu Resmi Web Sitesi) 
http://nslp.convio.net/site/DocServer/executive_summary.pdf?docID=1202 (National Commision on Service-Learning) 
 
